JENKINS, DON
This is an 89-year-old gentleman with history of rectal cancer, currently on chemotherapy, admitted to the emergency room with shortness of breath.
The patient was diagnosed with pneumonia, respiratory failure, shortness of breath, weight loss, anemia, and protein-calorie malnutrition. He also suffers from atrial fibrillation, BPH, diabetes, and osteoarthritis. The patient was found to have a potassium of 2.9 which was treated with IV potassium. H&H is 11 and 34. The patient’s condition did not improve. The patient’s left lower lobe pneumonia is showing very little improvement. Given the patient’s pneumonia, rectal cancer, atrial fibrillation, diabetes, weight loss, and protein-calorie malnutrition, it was decided to provide the patient with supportive care. The patient is no longer a candidate for chemo or radiation therapy. Subsequently, he will be discharged home on hospice per the patient’s and family’s wishes. The patient has very little time to live, most likely less than six months given his current state. The decision was made in conjunction with the patient’s primary care physician, family and the oncologist. The overall prognosis is grave.
The patient currently has a KPS score of 40% and he is hospice appropriate.
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